Plasmodium ovale is a species of parasitic protozoa that causes tertian malaria in humans. It is one of several species of Plasmodium parasites that infect humans including Plasmodium falciparum and Plasmodium vivax which are responsible for most malarial infection. It is rare compared to these two parasites, and substantially less dangerous than P. falciparum. P. ovale has recently been shown by genetic methods to consist of two subspecies, P. ovale curtisi and P. ovale wallikeri.
The original species has been shown to be two morphologically identical forms -Plasmodium ovale curtisi and Plasmodium ovale wallikeri -which can be differentiated only by genetic means. Both species have been identified in Ghana, Myanmar, Nigeria, São Tomé, Sierra Leone and Uganda. The separation of the lineages is estimated to have occurred between 1.0 and 3.5 million years ago in hominid hosts. A second analysis suggests that these species separated 4.5 million years ago (95% confidence interval 0.5 -7.7 Mya).
These species appear to be more closely related to Plasmodium malariae than to Plasmodium vixax.
The two species appear to differ in their biology with P. ovale wallikeri having a shorter latency period than P. ovale ovale. 
